
¡Hola a todas las familias de Ludlow-Taylor! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right now in Spanish class, your students are exploring indigenous Latin America, 
focusing on the Maya and Aztecs in México and the Inca in Perú.  
 
We will study the grand cities and complex societal structures of these three great 
civilizations, from trading networks and record-keeping systems to the rules of the 
ancient ball game and the architectural wonders of the great pyramids. 
 
We will use Mayan Numerals to count, and our Mayan Mathematicians in the upper 
grades will even learn to do calculations in the exotic base-20 number system. We’ll also 
take a look at the famous Mayan Calendar, with its own special zodiac.  
 
We will learn words in indigenous languages like Mayan, Nahuatl, and Quechua, and 
discover the vocabulary these languages have given to Spanish and English.  
 
We will read ancient legends and local folklore, discovering which animal the Maya 
believe left its mark on the moon, and twisting our tongues to pronounce Quetzalcoatl, 
as the Aztecs called the dragon-like feathered serpent sacred throughout Mesoamerica.  
 
We will research the animals native to the region, from the alpacas of the Andes 
mountains to the hairless Mexican xoloitzcuintli, and their significance in the local 
cultures. Which two fierce animals did Aztec warriors imitate? What exactly is a llama? 
Why does the Mexican flag show an eagle eating a snake? Students will find out in 
Spanish class! 
 
We will discover that tomatoes, potatoes, chilies, corn, chocolate, vanilla, and many more 
foods the world eats every day originally come from the Americas! We’ll also learn about 
typical Latin-American dishes with very long histories, like tacos, blue potatoes, spicy 
hot chocolate… and crunchy, yummy crickets! 
 
Lastly, we will discuss the arrival of the Spanish and the conquista (conquest) of the 
Americas, with an eye towards the cultural and technological differences that existed 
between the two groups. At all stages, we will also consider the long, continuing process 
of cultural mixing and syncretism that makes modern-day Mexican and Peruvian culture 
a complex blend of indigenous, Spanish, and other traditions.  
 
The timing could not be more exciting, as the Mexican government just this week 
officially announced the discovery of a cave network beneath El Castillo, the great 
pyramid of Chichén Itzá, filled with artefacts that could add even more to the story of the 
Maya. Some of your students knew about this cave before The New York Times!  
        ¡Qué emoción!  

¡Vámonos! 
 


